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of Taunton and a cavalry raid by Cromwell around Oxford.
On his way to the west Fairfax made it clear that the disorders
so prevalent in the earlier armies would no longer be tolerated.
Two offenders were hanged upon a tree by the road along which
the army passed, as a sign that indiscriminate plundering would
be severely punished. Before Fairfax reached Taunton he was
recalled by the committee of both kingdoms to besiege Oxford.
A brigade sent by him to the assistance of Robert Blake, the
future admiral, at Taunton entered the town, but was itself then
beleaguered.
Fairfax had made no progress before Oxford, when the news
that Leicester had been stormed and sacked by the king caused
him to start in pursuit of the main body of the royalists, whom
he found near Naseby (14 June). The strategic withdrawal of
the army to a position behind the skyline of the Naseby plateau
was mistaken by Rupert for a general retreat. Accordingly
the royalists pressed forward in pursuit, although they were out-
numbered by nearly two to one and were attacking uphill.
Nevertheless the parliamentary left wing was routed by Rupert
and the infantry in the centre were hard pressed and in danger
of defeat. But Cromwell, on the right, dispersed the opposing
cavalry and then fell upon the royalist infantry. One brigade
resisted, although set upon front, rear, and flank, until even-
tually broken by a combined assault of Fairfax's foot, his life-
guard, and Cromwell's Ironsides. During the rout that followed
the pursuit lasted ten or twelve miles and practically wiped out
the king's army.
The remainder of the civil war was almost entirely given over
to sieges. Fairfax first advanced into the west and defeated
Goring at Langport—perhaps the most glorious achievement
of the New Model, inasmuch as 700 horse, with a little assistance
from the artillery and musketeers, won a victory over ten times
as many royalists. Turning back, Fairfax stormed Bristol, but
ever humane in the hour of triumph offered honourable con-
ditions, which Rupert accepted. The popular hatred which the
prince's exactions had excited is shown by the fierce cries of the
countrymen as he marched out: 'Give him no quarter, give him
no quarter!'1
Probably many royalist fortresses were induced to surrender
without prolonged resistance, by the fate of Basing House. After
1 Joshua Sprigg, Anglia Rediviva (1854), P» ^a.

